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R. Carlisle Roddey Government Building 
1476 J A Cochran Bypass | Chester, SC 29706 

Monday, August 19, 2024 | 6:00 PM 

AGENDA 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) July 15, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes 

 

4. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

6. ORDINANCES | RESOLUTIONS | PROCLAMATIONS  

 

7. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a) Setting of the 2024 Millage Rates 
Donnie Wade, Auditor 

Tommy Darby, Treasurer 

 

b) Chester-Catawba Regional Airport Projects Update and Grant Match Request 

Keith Roach, Airport Director 

 

c) Awarded SC DHEC Grant Information 
Molly Knowlton, Recycling Coordinator 

Robert Hall, Public Works Director 
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d) Purchasing Department Update 
Susan Cok, Director of Contracts and Procurement 

 

e) Approval of bid for Project # 22222-0012 Rodman Sports Complex Improvements 
Brian Hester, County Administrator 

 

f) Recommendation for approval of funding for Rodman Sports Complex 
Brian Hester, County Administrator 

 

g) 1st Reading of CCMA24-11 Timothy McWatters request a portion of (.566 acres) Tax Map 

#154-00-00-007-000 located at 3580 Catawba River Road, Fort Lawn, SC 29714 to be 
rezoned from Agricultural District (AG) to Rural Two District (R2). The Planning 

Commission voted 5-0 to approve. 

 
10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

a) Receipt of legal advice regarding a real estate matter – Duke Energy 
 

b) Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements - Animal 

Shelter. 
 

c) Discussion of negotiations based on proposed contractual arrangements of the  

Great Falls Fire MOU – Town of Great Falls  

 
12. ACTIONS FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

a) Action taken regarding Duke Energy 
 

b) Action taken regarding Animal Shelter 
 

c) Action taken regarding Town of Great Falls 
 

13.  COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 
 

14. ADJOURN  

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, the Chester News & Reporter, The Herald in Rock Hill, SC, WSOC-TV, Channel 9 Eyewitness News, the Mfg. Housing Institute of SC, WRHI Radio Station, C&N2 News, WCNC News and Capitol 
Consultants were notified, and a notice was posted on the bulletin board at the Chester County Government Building 24 hours prior to the meeting.  

 

Guidelines for Addressing Council Citizens Comments: Each citizen will be 
limited to three minutes.  

 Public Hearings:  
Each speaker will be limited to three minutes.    

 When introduced:  
Approach the podium, state your name and address.  
Speak loudly and clearly making sure that the microphone is not obstructed.  
Do not address the audience – direct all comments to Council.  
Do not approach the Council table unless directed.  

 Anyone addressing Council will be called out of order if you:  
Use profanity.  
Stray from the subject.  
Make comments personally attacking an individual member of Council.  
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R. Carlisle Roddey Government Building 
1476 J A Cochran Bypass | Chester, SC 29706 

Monday, July 15, 2024 | 6:00 PM 

MINUTES 
Present: Chairman Joe Branham, Vice Chairman Pete Wilson, Councilman William Killian, Councilman Mike 
Vaughn, Councilman John Agee, Councilwoman Erin Mosley, County Administrator Brian Hester, County 
Attorney Nicole Workman, Attorney John Marshall Mosser 

Absent: Councilman Corey Guy 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Branham called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
The allegiance was recited and Vice Chairman Wilson gave the invocation. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) July 1, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes 
Councilwoman Mosley motioned to approve, second by Councilman Vaughn. Vote 6-0 to approve. 
 

4. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

6. ORDINANCES | RESOLUTIONS | PROCLAMATIONS  
 

a) A Proclamation in Support of the Chester 8U Diamond Youth Softball Allstars 
Chairman Branham presented the Proclamation to the softball team and Councilwoman Mosley 
read a letter from Councilman Guy that could not attend the meeting. 

b) Resolution 2024-8 Providing preliminary approval pursuant to Title 12, Chapter 44 of the 
Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as amended, for the execution and delivery of a 

fee-in-lieu of ad valorem taxes and special source revenue credit agreement by and 

between Chester County, South Carolina, and a company identified for the time being 

as Project P2373, acting for itself, one or more current or future affiliates, and other 
project companies (collectively, “company”); providing for a fee-in-lieu of ad valorem 

taxes incentive; providing for a special source revenue credit; creating or modifying a 

joint county industrial and business park agreement between Chester County and York 
County so as to establish or enlarge the park; and other related matters. 
Councilman Vaughn motioned to approve, second by Councilwoman Mosley. Vote 6-0 to approve. 

 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

c) Resolution 2024-9 Providing for changes to the county employee/personnel handbook 
relating to hours of work, payment of wages, overtime and compensatory time, 

holidays, military leave, and hazardous weather; and providing for other related 

matters. 
Councilman Agee motioned to approve, second by Councilman Killian. Vote 6-0 to approve. 

7. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
County Administrator Brian Hester informed Council that Stacy Hodgson, the new Animal Control 

Supervisor, could not be in attendance for an introduction due to a previously scheduled board of directors 
meeting and that she would be introduced to Council in the future. Mr. Hester also clarified that she did not 
take the place of Jessie, the Animal Control Director and that at the last meeting he stated that Animal 

Control was “full” and he meant fully staffed not full of animals. Administrator Hester also announced a 
Citizen’s Academy planned for January that will be an informative course for citizens to learn about the 

aspects of county government in Chester County. Mr. Hester also informed Council that Project Manager 
Hayes is currently working on the courthouse security upgrades that are being funded by the penny sales 

tax funds. He also noted that there will be no first meeting in August. Administrator Hester announced two 

new hires, Mr. JP McNeil as the Deputy Fire Director and Jeremy Ward as the new Planning Director. Mr. 
Hester also updated on the progress of the beginning stages of the rehabilitation of the Federal Building. 

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) A-Tax Board Recommendations 

Maria Hedgepath 
Ms. Hedgepath, Chairman of the A-Tax Board, presented the fiscal year 2024-25 recommendations 

of A-Tax funding distributions to Council. 

Vice Chairman Wilson motioned to approve the recommendations, second by Councilman Agee. 
Vote 6-0 to approve. 

b) Chester County Penny Sales Tax Projects 

Harold Hayes, Project Manager 
Project Manager Hayes reported to Council that all Penny Sales Tax Projects have now started and 
35 projects are now completed. He specifically updated Council on the Chester Park Elementary 

bus loop, Great Falls Library ADA ramp, I-77 High Mast Lighting, and Great Falls Visitor Center 

projects. 
c) Chester County Transportation Committee Funding 

Robert Hall, Public Works Director 
Public Works Director Hall reported to Council that Chester County has been allotted an annual 

budget of $1,567,000 of C-Funds (money for paving roads) with 33% of that being required to be 
spent on SCDOT roads. Mr. Hall also informed Council we received $2,711,900 of one-time monies 

with a 25% requirement of SCDOT road paving.  

10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

a) Board of Assessment Appeals 

Erin Mosley, Council Member At-Large 
Councilwoman Mosley informed Council that board member Chriss Flynn is moving out of the 
county and is no longer able to serve on the Board of Assessment Appeals. Councilwoman Mosley 
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motioned to appoint Lyle Dickerson to the Board of Assessment Appeals, second by Vice Chairman 
Wilson. Vote 6-0 to approve. 
 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Councilwoman Mosley motioned to enter into executive session, second by Councilman Vaughn. Vote 6-0 to 
enter.  

 
a) Discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of 

services encouraging location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area 

served by the public body – Project P2443 
 

b) Receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a pending, threatened, or 

potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege, settlement of 

legal claims, or the position of the public agency in other adversary situations involving 

the assertion against the agency of a claim – County Landfill 

 

c) Receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a pending, threatened, or 
potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege, settlement of 

legal claims, or the position of the public agency in other adversary situations involving 

the assertion against the agency of a claim – Project 2024-MPV 
 

d) Discussion of employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, demotion, 

discipline, or release of an employee, or the appointment of a person to a public body – 

County Council and Article 7 of Chapter 9 of Title 4 of the Code of Laws of South 
Carolina 

 

12. ACTIONS FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Vice Chairman Wilson motioned to return to regular session, second by Councilwoman Mosley. Vote 6-0 to 
return. Chairman Branham stated that all items were taken as information only. 

a) Action taken regarding Project P2443 
 

b) Action taken regarding County Landfill legal advice 
 

c) Action taken regarding Project 2024-MPV 
 

d) Action taken regarding County Council 
 

13.  COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Councilman Vaughn reminded citizens of the upcoming food distribution at the Fort Lawn Community 

Center. Vice Chairman Wilson gave the Girls Diamond Softball league well wishes and encouragement.  
 

14. ADJOURN  
Councilwoman Mosley motioned to adjourn, second by Councilman Vaughn. Vote 6-0 to adjourn. 

9:00pm 
Kristie Donaldson, Clerk to County Council 



TELEPHONE (803) 385-2607 • E-MAIL:  DWADE@CHESTERCOUNTYSC.GOV 

Chester County, South Carolina 
Office of the Auditor 

Post Office Drawer 580 

Chester, South Carolina 29706  
 

 
    
 
To:   Brian Hester, County Administrator 
 
From:   Donnie Wade, Auditor 
   Thomas E. Darby, Treasurer 
 
Subject: Millage Rates 
 
Date:   July 19th, 2024 
 
 
 
For your review, listed are the 2023 tax levies and the proposed levies for 2024.  
 
 
 

  Proposed  

 2023 2024 Increase 

 Tax Levy Tax Levy (Decrease) 

County Operations 149.9 149.9 0.0 

County Debt 17.3 17.3                          0.0 

Millage Funds 7.7  7.7  0.0 

Library 6.7  6.7  0.0 

York Tech 2.0  2.0  0.0 

Chester Fire District 51.2  51.2  0.0 

Lando Fire District Operations 11.5  12.0  0.5 

Lando Fire District Debt Service 7.4  6.6  (0.8) 

Richburg Fire District Operations 7.3  7.6  0.3 

Richburg Fire District Debt Service 6.8  6.2                           (0.6) 

Lewis Fire District Operations 15.2 15.9 0.7 

Fort Lawn Fire District Operations 12.3 12.8 0.5 

Fort Lawn Fire District Debt Service 3.2 3.1 (0.1) 

 
 



county council appearance

Keith Roach <keith.roach@ChesterCountySC.gov>
Mon 7/15/2024 5:15 PM
To:​Brian Hester <bhester@ChesterCountySC.gov>​
Cc:​Kristie Donaldson <kdonaldson@ChesterCountySC.gov>;​Les Shugart
<lesshugart@yahoo.com>​
Brian, I would like to request an appearance before the Chester County
Council at the August 19th meeting for the purpose of updating the Council
members on current projects and future planned  improvements for the
Chester-Catawba Regional Airport which includes two major projects
consisting of one which has been allotted with county matching funding
($6886.00) for the design/Bid process (now completed) and now requiring
additional matching county funds for the construction phase previously
mentioned. The total cost for the complete Airfield Lighting and electrical
construction upgrade consisting of a total amount of  $1,295,547.00 and is
allocated at a 10% matching fund with 5% ($71,808.00) coming from the state
of S.C. and 5% coming from Chester County. Our 5% match would total
$71,808.00 for the $1,295,547.00 project and scheduled for this fiscal year.
The second project is also a two-tier grant with the first part consisting of the
design/bid portion consisting of a total cost of$290,382.00 and the state
portion (90%) being $261,344.00 and a 10 % matching fund requirement from
Chester County totaling $29,038.00 and would be needed by the end of this
fiscal year with the construction phase needed the following fiscal year. The
total cost or this runway replacement is undetermined at this time until the
design portion has been completed but should run around $3,000,000.00 plus
dollars. The Chester Airport commission is actively seeking to contribute as
much funding as possible to the final construction phase of the project to
supplement Chester County for the large sum of matching funds that will be
needed to achieve this important and needed improvement.
Thank You,
Keith









Chester County Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 

R. Carlisle Roddey Chester County Government Building 

Very Conference Room at 6:00 PM 

August 12, 2024 

Commission Members Present:  Laura Roberts, Forest Baker, Hiawatha Clinton, Thomas 

Jordan, Justin Temple 

Commission Members Absent:  David Lofton, Toni Perrigan 

Chester County Staff Present: Brian Hester, Britt Stoudemire, Adam Bedard 

Meeting called to order at 6:02 by Hiawatha with the pledge and invocation given by 

Thomas. 

Motion to add the minutes from April 8, 2024 to tonight’s minutes, by Thomas Jordan. 

Seconded by Laura Roberts. Approved. 

Tourism Director Britt Stoudemire informed the board that County Council will meet next 

Monday to explain the  low bid and alternate bids for the Rodman Complex. Due to 

the importance of this meeting and for time’s sake, Britt suggested we move right into 

discussion of the Rodman Complex project. He reviewed the process of how this project 

has developed and because of the flat land and obvious drainage opportunity, the 

board agreed to proceed in moving the park to the left of the entrance to the 

complex. This project(Phase One) will give us four additional fields for a total of eight 

fields. Included are: 

• MUSCO LED lighting 

• Better dugouts 

• Sod in the outfields which could allow playing to begin earlier 

• Full irrigation system 

• Very nice foul poles 

• Paved emergency access 

• Two story building with increased # of bathrooms, upstairs area for scorekeepers, 

and windows facing backstops 

The original project cost of construction and engineering  $5.791 million. 

The cost now is $5.187 million. 

This is a savings of over $600,000. for the county. 

County Administrator Brian Hester explained the engineering costs include much 

more than people realize. The cover engineering fees, construction oversight, 

topographic surveys, geotechnical surveys, wetlands delineation survey, closeout 

costs, etc. Mr. Hester praised Alliance Engineering Firm for working so well with the 

county on this project. Phase 2 of this project will include sidewalks, ADA compliant 



areas, extra parking, playground and landscaping. Once this project has begun, all 

Chester County parks will be looked for improvements. We are already working on 

getting the land at Chester Sports Complex donated. We are hopeful that Springs 

will donate the land. They are meeting to discuss it tomorrow. Hiawatha Clifton and 

Justin Temple commended Britt, Adam and Mr. Hester for all of the behind the 

scenes efforts to get this project going. Once construction begins, Britt and Adam 

will be there daily to monitor and look for any adjustments and or additions that 

may be needed. The timeframe is to complete this within 240 days. 

 

Justin made a motion to recommend to County Council to award the low bid. 

Hiawatha seconded. Approved. 

 

There was more discussion about the future of gates, sound systems, shade trees 

and stationary or rolling bleachers. These decisions can be made later. 

 

Britt explained changes in allocating funds to different leagues. In the past, amounts 

were given out arbitrarily. The process will now be more legitimate. Applications are 

due August 31.  Receipts and headcounts from previous year will need to be turned in. 

Motion to table nominations to next time by Justin Temple. Seconded by Thomas 

Jordan. Approved. 

Motion to adjourn meeting made by Thomas Jordan at 7:36. Seconded by Justin 

Temple. Approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Laura Roberts 
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Chester County Planning Commission Minutes  

July 16, 2024 

 

1. Call to Order – Chairman Raines called meeting to order. 

 

Quorum Established: Chairman Robert Raines, Vice Chairman Azzie Lee Hill, Commissioners Nancy 

Walley, Marvin Grant, and Shawn Hough present. Israel Bunting Sr. present but unable to vote due 

to training required, with Commissioner Douglas Josey absent with previous notification.   

Staff: Mike Levister and Jaime Chappell 

 

2. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Grant motioned to approve, second by Vice Chairman Hill. 

Vote 5-0 to approve. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes from June 18, 2024, Meeting – Chairman Raines motioned to approve, second 

by Commissioner Walley. Vote 4-0 to approve. 

 

4. New Business  

a. CCLDV24-06 David Kost requests a Private Rural Community Drive for Tax Map # 133-00-00-178-
000 located off Harmony Church Road, Edgemoor, SC 29712.  

 
Chairman Raines stated Mr. Kost you present tonight. You step to, you have anything you feel like you 
need say or as far as this goes, as why you're requesting this. Could you step to the podium please state 
your name and your address. 

 
David Kost stated he lives at 4061 Berkshire Heights, Fort Mill, South Carolina 29708. In what we're 

looking to do is honestly get further away from Fort Mill, which is now basically just South Charlotte. So, 

we're trying to create a spot where we can have my family. My uncle is actually here from Michigan. 

He's looking to have a spot down here that he can bring my grandmother who's 92. My mother lives in 

Fort Mill.  

 
Commissioner Walley stated excuse me, can you speak closer to the mic. 

 

Mr. Kost stated oh I’m sorry. I can hear me, must be coming this way.  

 

Chairman Raines stated there’s a lot of feedback.  

 

Commissioner Walley stated, and the air is right behind us.  

 

Mr. Kost stated I gotcha. Yeah. So, we're looking to find a place for our family to go. So, we wanted to 

put the road in so that we'd be able to have different parcels for my uncle, for my in laws, for my wife, 

and then for my kids eventually, so we can have a place outside of the city. Just to have a little bit more 

space. 
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Chairman Raines asked were there any questions for the applicant. Okay, it’s pretty straightforward. He 

owns the property. Just have access to it a little bit deeper. 

 
Chairman Raines motioned to approve, second by Commissioner Grant. Vote 5-0 to approve. 

 

b. CCMA24-11 Timothy McWatters request a portion of (.566 acres) Tax Map #154-00-00-007-000 
located at 3580 Catawba River Road, Fort Lawn, SC 29714 to be rezoned from Agricultural District 
(AG) to Rural Two District (R2).   

 

Chairman Raines stated Mr. McWatters are you present tonight.  Can you step to the podium and tell us 

anything you feel like is relevant to your request? 

 

Timothy McWatters stated the main landowner is David Wilson and we're friends, neighbors. I do work 

for them, equipment work, and just looking for a little bit more room to spread my wings and it helps 

him out also because it squares off his pasture area and has no particular reason, no plans to do 

anything crazy or anything. 

 

Chairman Raines stated just cleaning up the property lines a little bit.  

 

Commissioner Grant motioned to approve, second by Commissioner Hough. Vote 5-0 to approve. 

 

Chairman Raines stated the way this works for you is County Council has to approve it. So, it'd be three 

readings. Follow up with the staff if you're interested in coming to their meetings. They will approve it 

by proclamation. I think they call it now probably, but they may discuss it, you know they won't let you 

present anything to them. But they have to formally approve is the way that works. If you want to find 

out when those meetings are, check with staff.  

 
5.   Comments/Discussion  

Chairman Raines stated thank you, pretty much everything on the agenda tonight. And staff you have 

anything for us, anything coming up. 

Planning Director Mike Levister stated they have till Friday. 

Chairman Raines stated they have till Friday for the next meeting period.  

 

6. Adjourn Chairman Raines motioned to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Grant. Vote 5-0 to 

adjourn. Time 6:37 PM. 
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Notice of Meeting: Public Notices providing time, date, and place for this meeting were posted in the 
Chester County Government Complex, Chester County Court House, and published in the June 26, 2024, 
The Chester News and Reporter. All properties were also posted.  

 


























